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The 4 R’s
Reduce
To make smaller in amount, number, or size

Reuse
To use again

Recycle 
A way to make old, used materials into new 
things!

Rot
The natural process that changes organic 
materials back into soil
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What are They Made Out of?
Paper?

• Trees

Glass?
• Sand

Plastic?
• Oil

Metal?
• Minerals from 

the ground



What is a Landfill?
• Huge piles of garbage are placed into a hole and 

buried

• Paper takes up 40% of landfill space – but it could be 
recycled!

• Diversion

• Problems… 
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A little bit about your trash
• Cigarette filters, paper, food wrappers, and 
napkins/tissues top the list 

• We take your trash to Guadalupe Landfill 15999 Guadalupe 
Mines Rd, San Jose, CA 95120

Grand Total Tons:

MSW Resi 1,831.79  436.12 

MSW Comm 2,425.86  684.66 

MSW RO 1,046.26  159.76 

MSW Totals 5,303.91  1,280.54 

YardWaste Resi 2,223.39  475.75 

YardWaste RO 149.93  25.15 

Compost Comm 195.85  61.51 

Concrete 54.69  25.28 

Soil 78.53  21.43 

Diverted Sort Matl 131.42  35.26 
WoodWaste ‐ ‐

Total Tons: 8,137.72 1,924.92



How Long Does Trash Last?

 Banana

 Paper Bag

 Tin Can

 Plastic Bottle

 Glass Bottle

 Styrofoam Cup

• 3-4 Weeks

• 1 month

• 50 years

• 200-500 years

• 1-2 million years

• Forever
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Tricky Items
 Plastic straws can technically be recycled. The problem is that plastic 

straws are small, thin, and bend easily. This is a problem because they 
easily fall into the cracks and crevices of recycling machinery.

The best way to keep plastic straws out of landfills is not to use them ‐
whether you're at home or in a restaurant.
 If you'd like to use a straw, there are paper and other nonplastic

alternatives. Try reusable straws made of bamboo, metal and glass.
https://get‐green‐now.com/recycle‐plastic‐straws/
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https://greentumble.com/10‐reasons‐why‐plastic‐bags‐should‐be‐

banned/



The importance of Recycling
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This sperm whale was found washed up on 
the Italian island of Sardinia.
(CNN)The carcass had 22 kilograms (49 
pounds) of plastic in its stomach

"We've used the 'comfort' of disposable objects 
in a lighthearted way in the past years and now 
we are paying the consequences. Indeed the 
animals, above all, are the ones paying them,”
Sergio Costa, Italy's environment minister.

Proper Recycling decreases 
the chance that waste will end 
up into our streams and 
oceans. It also helps reduce 
the impact that our waste has 
on animals.
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Why should we recycle?

1. Conserves natural resources
2. Saves a large amount of water and energy during a production 
process
3. Diminishes greenhouse gases
4. Extends landfill life
5. Protects land and waterways
6. Saves the lives of marine animals
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How do we keep waste out of the 
landfill?

Just put your recyclables and compost in the correct carts! 
We’ll take care of the rest.
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Compost Garbage Recycling



• Recyclables are placed on a 
fast moving conveyor belt.

• Each worker is assigned a 
type of material to look out 
for.

Machines help sort the items 
with magnets, air pumps and 

different sized blades

Where Do Recyclables Go Next?
The Recycling Center!



After all the items are sorted 
and broken down, they are 
ready to be made into new 

things
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Recycling 
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Recycling Center
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Product Maker



Product Maker



Recycling Contamination
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Sustainability
“Sustainability has shifted from being a buzzword to becoming part of the 
corporate culture for many businesses.” (Mike Averill, Tulsa World Feb. 3, 2019)
Local companies are saving dollars while reducing their environmental 
impact. Resulting in an overall improvement in financial savings, employee 
engagement, efficiency and waste reduction.
(Scor3card The Triple Bottom Line, https://sustainabletulsainc.org/scor3card/) 

http://www.chemwaste.co.nz/index.php?page=sustainability



West Valley Collection & Recycling



West Valley Collection & Recycling 

Compost/Organics
Food Scraps Food‐Soiled Paper

Yard Waste
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Green Waste Recovery
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Yard Waste MRF + Composting Process
Materials here are divided by size, with smaller materials sent to Z-Best to be 
transformed into an organic compost, while larger materials are ground up and sent 
to cogeneration plants for fuel. Over 99% of the material processed in this facility 
will be made into a new product.



Our Compost driver typically picks up your compost bins between 3:30AM‐
5:00AM every Tuesday for Apts., Wednesday and Friday morning for 
commercial properties. 

After the route is complete, the driver proceeds to the processing 
facility/weigh station.
(ex. For the month of Jan 2019 WVCR logged in 208t, Dec 2018 141t)

The driver completes our service by dropping the organic waste at 
GreenWaste Recovery and reporting the weight.

GreenWaste Recovery shreds the compost and pulls out the garbage and 
recycle within it. http://www.greenwaste.com

GreenWaste Recovery then transfers it to Z‐Best Composting facility in 
Gilroy.
Where they process the compost. https://www.zankerrecycling.com/zbest/
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What happens to your compost?
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Where does the compost go?

At first, to the same place – the sorting 
center. Then, to the commercial 

composting facility



GreenTeam of San Jose

Differences between composting at home 
vs. the “compost factory?”



West Valley Collection & Recycling 

What happens to the compost?





Time to see how good of a recycler 
you are!

Item Recyclable Trash Compost
Junk Mail  ✓
Phonebook ✓
Envelope ✓ (Bubble Wrap)
Paper Plate (Dirty) ✓
Cereal Box   ✓ (Box) ✓ (Liner)
Cheeseburger ✓
Paper Towels ✓(Cardboard)                    ✓(Dirty)
Dirty Napkins(non‐compostable) ✓
Aluminum (clean) ✓
Styrofoam ✓
Vegetables   ✓
Clothing ✓
Metal hanger ✓
Ice cream container ✓ (Clean)
Flowers ✓
X‐Box ✓ West Valley



Recycling Video
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5K‐ZvtgRz9o
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